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British authority would perhaps not have
exceeded i^he time required for getting a
knife out of a sheath. Their indebtedness,
like the indebtedness of most in rural
India, was fantastic, and incurred almost
wholly for non-productive purposes and
always at rates of interest which Shylock
would hesitate to charge. A daughter's
wedding, dowry, and wedding feast taken
together, meant anything from five to ten
years* cruel indebtedness, and there were
those who were in debt for life, and
whose sons would continue the hopeless
task of paying off the debt. Daughters, as
one of the main causes of expense, and as
moreover in the higher castes not easily
to be married within the permitted limits,
had tended to be a little scarce in some
parts of the country, and though before
the days of which I myself have memory,
female infanticide had become dangerous,
I can recall at least one village in the
North in which the proportion of surviving
female children was maintained only under
constant and very unambiguous hints